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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged near normal over

the Panhandle but were around 5 to 6 degrees

below normal over the remainder of the State.

Scattered thundershowers produced around a

1/2 an inch of rain over the western and

northern sections of Nebraska with general

rains of over an inch in the southern and

eastern sections with most rain occurring

late in the week.

mostly good to fair while irrigated corn

rated mostly good to excellent. The com-

bined acreage condition rated 2% poor, 5%

fair, 77% good and 16% excellent. Dough

stage or beyond had been reached by 75%

of the crop, same as last year and normal.

Thirty percent of the crop had dented com-

pared with 35% last year and 40% normal.

GENERAL

Good progress was made by crops during

the week and they remain in mostly good to

excellent condition. Rains over the week-

end wlll benefit soil moisture supplies

which were becoming short particularly

in some eastern counties. Main farm ac-

tivities were haying, weeding, irrigating,

summer tilling, and preparing wheat land

for planting during the 6.3 days considered

suitable for fieldwork.

Sorphum crop condition was rated 1%

fair, 84% good and 15% excellent. All of

the crop had headed, same as last year and

normal. Turning was underway on 25% of

the acreage compared with 40% last year

and 30% normal.

Soybean crop condition was rated 86%

good and 14% excellent. Podding had oc-

curred on all of the acreage, same as

last year and normal. Leaves had started

turning on 5% of the acreage compared with

10% last year and 5% normal.

As of Friday, topsoil moisture supplies

rated 28% short, 66% adequate and 6% surplus.

Subsoil supplies rated 28% short and 72% ad-

equate. A year earlier topsoil moisture was

31% short and 69% adequate. Subsoil supplies

were 67% short and 33% adequate.

The third cutting of alfalfa prog-

ressed rapidly during the week and is

now 70% complete compared with 60% last

year and 55% normal. Crop condition

rated mostly good to fair.

CROPS

Dryland corn condztion continued to rate

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-

tinued to show improvement with ratings of

10% short and 90% adequate.

Precipitation, April 4 - August 21, 1981

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ 80 .30 .00 .I0 .00 .70 .00 .00

Total since April 4 ....... 11.50 14.60 14.00 14.90 15.70 16.80 16.90 17.90

Normal since April 1 ...... 11.90 13.89 16.29 15.12 17.48 13.00 15.57 18.44
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